penſation conſider d and vind;- 
— cated, with a View to the Objectiont of Un 
lauert, and particularly o a late Author 


The Moral Philoſopher. „„ 
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"TH > XIV. 3 


for bon art an Holy People unto the 
Lord thy God, and the Lord hath 
choſen thee to Be a peculiar People 
unto him ſelf above all the _—_ 
that are upon the Earth, 


HERE are no Objections which i more 
1 ſenſibly affect Religion in general, or 

which are urg d with more ſucceſs againſt 
particular branches of Revelation, than qũch as 
we drawn from the unequal Diſpenſations of 


World. When the Deity is repreſented as deal⸗ 


creatures, as profeſſing himſelf the God and 


People to the prejudice or excluſion of others, 
and as confining the bleſſings both of Revela- 
tion and temporal Proſperity to that one Na- 
ton; theſe are difficulties which have been 
thought not only inexplicable to human Reaſ 

but entirely irreconcileable with the ſuppoſition 
ofaBeing of infinite Wiſdomand Juſtice, Hence 


plnſiblec O 
Original ” 


the Jewiſh Oeconomy, and, toge- 
— with the 5 — of their ſacred Boo 


their 3 ion itſelf is conſidered as of mere 


ration, no _ than the contriv- 
FLEE 


— — 


e, in the Government of the moral 
ing in an arbitrary or partial manner with his 


immediate Governor of: à particular favourite 


jections are raiſed againſt the Diving 
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ance of a wiſe and politick Legiſlator, And 
which ſeems to add weight to this way of re 
ſoning, the character and temper of the Jeyiſj 
People were ſuch as could by no means entitle 
them to particular marks of Divine Grace and 
Favour. They are every where repreſente( 
not only by Unbelieyers, (from whom they can 
expect no better treatment) but even by then 
own Writers, as a moſt perverſe and ſtiff-neche/ 
Generation, as prone to the groſſeſt Idolatr, 
and continually revolting from the true Gon; 
and ſo remarkably inſenſible of thoſe peculiat 
Privileges they enjoy(d, that they might deſerre 
rather to be look d upon as the moſt corrupt 
and degenerate part of Mankind, than an ho) 
and ſanctified People to the Lord. 
In anſwer to theſe difficulties it might indeed 
be ſaid, that to pretend to ſearch into the ſe 
cret ways and conduct of the Almighty in the 
Government of the World is beyond our pro- 
vince, that for Man, ſo limited as he is in his 
underſtanding and faculties, to expect to ſatisfy 
himſelf in all the various ends and methods of 
the Divine Providence, is an unwarrantabl 
preſumption ; that if difficulties in the natural 
World are every day. acknowledg'd. and ac- 
rg in, why not likewiſe in the moral? in 
hort, that it would be more becoming the cha- 
an, to ſubmit implicitly 
to the Diſpenſations of Heaven, however above 
his comprehenſion, than to preſume to cenſure 
or direct the counſels of Infinite Wiſdom. Such 
anſwers as theſe have been, and may, perhaps 
juſtly enough, be giyen; but how — 
412 e they 


D 
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44 


are like to prove in an inquiſttirs and 
ase, Age, I need not ſay. | 
It may be worth our while therefore to con- 
ſder this Subject in another view. In doing 
which, J ſhall endeavour to eſtabliſh the Do- 
ctrine of the Texte on a reaſonable W | 3 
by \ - 
I. Shewing i in the Firſt place, that the ſup- 
poſition of Gop's chooſing to hunſelf a 
_ peculiar People, may be entirely reconcile- 
able with his Divine Perfections, as 'Go- 
vernor of the World. 
II. Secondly, that this method of Providence 
might be a means fitted to anſwer ſuch 
Ends and Purpoſes, as are worthy of Infi- 
nite Wiſdom and Goodneſs to have in 
view. And what will be ſaid under . 
Two Heads, may help us, | 
i. In the Third and Laſt place, to account 
in ſome meaſure for certain Difficulties we 
meet with, ariſin ng from the Nature of the 
Jewiſh Polity and Conſtitution, and may 
give us ſome ſort of general Satisfaction 
with regard to ſeveral Paſſages that are ex- 
cepted to, in the Hiſtorical Parts of the 
Old Teſtament, 


I. Firſt then I am to ſhew that the ſuppoſi- 
tion of Gop's chooſing to himſelf a pecu- 
lar People, is reconcileable with his Divine 
Perfections, as Governor of the World. 


” If we here inſiſt on the abſolute Power 3 
ry 8 of Gop over his Creatures, and his 
cy Night of diſpoſing 3 in n what manner he 
pleaſes, 


4] 


pleaſes, as the Crea 
things, this will per 
inſtead of clearing 
the Divine Governm 
foundation, than me 
controllable Authari 
Government of the 
moral Nature, and co 
Reaſons and Truth 


member d that in ma 


Deity muſt be enti 
ſtance, his conſtitut 
cular manner in wh 
creating the various 
Beings in the Unive 
With ſuch a deter 
Species of Creature 
them ſuch different 
- greesof Happineſs. 


be ackuowledg d to be 


tor and Soverei gn of al 
ps be ſaid to be increaſing 


the Difficulty, and placing 


nt over us on no better; 
re arbitrary Will, and un. 
ty. But tho the Divine 
World be doubtleſs of: 
nſequently founded in the 
things, yet muſt it be re. 
y caſes the Actions of the 
ely arbitrary: as for in 
ag Things in that parti. 
ch we behold them, his 
nks and ſubordinations oſ 
ſe, his farniſhing the Earth 
mate Number and ſuch 
„and his beſtowing on 
Powers and different De. 
Such Things as theſe muſt 
of an Ind:Ferent Nature, 


and wherein the Actions of the Deity muſt ap- 
pear, to V, at leaſt, to be perfectly arbitrary, 
As it is not therefore ſo much as contended for, 
that God could not have acted otherwiſe than 
he has done, which would be to ſuppoſe an ab. 
ſolute Fatality in Things; ſo neither on the o 
ther hand will it be ſaid, that his moral Attri 

butes, his Juſtice,” Goodneſs &c. muſt require 
him to deal equally with all his Creatures, to 
place them in the ſame Rank, to inveſt them 
with the ſame Privileges, and to beſtow on them 
the ſame Degrees of Happineſs; © becauſe this 
vould be wholly deſtroying that beauty and har- 


mony of the Creation, which reſale _ ths 
73 le * 5 . 3 RS Ea ĩð Z in nite 
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ISL. 
finite Variety, Dependance, and ſubordinate 
Connexion of Parts in the univerſal Scheme. 

To apply then what has been ſaid to the point 
under conſideration. If it be not unreaſonable 
nor unfit that the Deity ſhould conſtitute ſuch a 
diverſity of things, if he has imparted his fa- 
yours ſo variouſly and unequally amongſt his 
creatures, and his Providence has thought fit to 
bleſs ſome with ſupenority of Rank, and advan- 
tages of Being beyond others, why may we not 
ſuppoſe it equally conſiſtent with hisWiſdom and 
Goodneſs, to ſhew particular marks of favour 
and bounty to a particular People? how infinite- 
y diverſified muſt be the condition of Creatures 
from the higheſt order to the loweſt? and what 
rarious degrees of happineſs communicated 
through the intermediate Chain? how different 
the advantages and capacities of intellectual 
Beings, not only of a different Species, but e- 
ren betwixt Individuals of the ſame? how viſible 
a diſparity in point of health, fortune, genius, 
knowledge, riches, honours? are not ſome 
men, like darlings of Providence, even the envy 
and delight of mankind, whilſt others are ſo 
miſerably - deſpicable as to be the ſcoff and 
jeſt of the world? that all this is the work of 
Providence either mediately, or immediately, 
wil not, I preſume, be denied by any. Is it 


nidential Diſtinctions ſhould be made betwixt 
particular Nations and Peoples, ar ſuch 2 or has 


ot the common Father of all men the ſame 
ught over his Children conſidered in a national, 
a in a priyate capacity? The truth in fact is, 

Fe FFV on ny 
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therefore abſolutely incredible that the like pro- - 
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neglected, and as it were the very out-caſt of 
that he ſhould manifeſt himſelf to ſome one par: 
them in ſo immediate and extraordinary a way, 
as that he might be emphatically ſaid to be ther 
pineſs is, that in Mens reaſonings nn 


Providence, thoſe ordinaryInequalities and Dit- 


garded, or thought to have no manner of diffi 
ceulty in them; whereas the unuſualneſs of an 
extraordinary Interpoſition makes the accounts 


though it may not be ſo duly reflected on as it 
ought, that the ordinary Providence of Goo 
has made a very remarkable diſtinction between 
Nations in general, both as to real Bleſſing 
as well as outward Advantages of Life. Wha 
a different Scene of Things do we behold in 
thoſe Countries where Learning, Liberty, and 
Science are cultivated, from what appears in the 


unbleſs d Regions of Ignorance and Barbarity} 
And how unlike the Face of Mankind, where 


the Arts of Ingenuity and Politeneſs flouriſh, to 
what is ſeen in the rude unpoliſh d Corners of 
the Earth ? If it be therefore agreeable to the 


Juſtice and Goodneſs of Gop, in the ordinary i 


courſe of his Providence to bleſs fome Nations 


Heaven, it cannot certainly be pronounc'd in- 
conſiſtent with the fame Juſtice and Goodneſs, 


ticular People ſtill more ſignally than to other, 
and that he ſhould exerciſe his Providence over 


God, and they to be his People. But the unhap- 


ferences obſervable in Things, are from their 
commonneſs either wholly overlook d and diſre- 


given of it, and the effects that are attributed 


doit, myſterious and incredible, But it ought 
m R 


o be conſider d at the ſame time, that if the 
Deity may at all interpoſe in an extraordinary 


Way, (which I ſhall here take it for granted he 


may) then can it not be ſaid abſolutely to be 
mprobable that he has done ſo, nor can the 
Infrequency of the thing be an argument againſt 
it's Reality. 

1would not diſmi | 
yichout obſerving once for all, that the Objecti- 
on againſt this Doctrine, which ſeems to go up- 
on the abſurdity of ſuppoſing one People ſo high- 
yfarour d above others, if it has any force in it, 
proves too much; for if it be an Impeachment 
of the Divine Equity and Juſtice to ſuppoſe him 


, 


bewing particular marks of favour in one caſe, 


it muſt be ſo in all, and conſequently the ſame 


way of arguing will be concluſive againſt any 


ingle Advantage, as ſuch, which one Man, or 


one People, or one Species of Creatures may 


enjoy above another. 


After all, it will be ſaid, that this Explanation 
of the Doctrine is by no means ſufficient to ac- 


count for ſo wonderful a conduct of the Divine 
Providence, without aſſigning ſome ſpecial End 


ad Deſign in view: that the Deity does not go 


out of the ordinary road of Nature upon trifling 
occafions, he does not want toſhew his Autho- 
ntyover Mankind, nor to exerciſe an arbitrary 


Power; unleſs therefore ſome extraordinary 


End is to be anſwer d by it, the Difficulty ill 
remains in it's full force; which leads me to my 


Propoſal under my Second Head,. 


II. Which is to ſhew, that this method of 


Providence, the chooſing a peculiar People, 


might 


{s this part of my Subject 
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3 . © might be a means admirably fitted topr, 

ot Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs to hay 
e e 


4 4 


The firſt End therefore which I will ſuppoſ 


to be obtain d by this Diſpenſation of Proyj 

- dence, might be to preſerve and continue in thy 
World the Knowledge and Worſhip of the oy 
true God. It would, I imagine, be a needleb 
undertaking to inform any one, who has the 
leaſt acquaintance with the Hiſtory of tholg 
Ages, that this Knowledge and Worſhip were 
really in danger of being loſt. . The World yg 
univerſally overſpread with groſs Idolatry, and 
we know not which to be moſt ſurpriz'd at, the 
early and general Defection of Mankind fron 
the true Gop, or the great Variety and Mult 
plicity of falſe Gods that were introduc d in hy 
room. Not only the more remarkably 1gno- 
rant and ſavage parts of the Earth, but even 
thoſe Nations who boaſted of theirLearningand 
Accompliſhments-in Arts and Sciences were it 
volv d in the ſame common Corruption. Nay, 

ſo far were theſe latter from endeayouring, of 
being able to reform the World in ;this point, 
that they ſeem to have labour d to propagate 

L the errors of Idolatry as much as poſlible;. and 
. if any of the wiſer ſort among them, their Pi 
1 loſophers or Prieſts, had juſt and true Notion 
of the Divine Nature, yet ſo little communice 
tive were they of them, that they thought it 
their Duty, or their Intereſt at leaſt, to hide 
them from the common People by fabulous and 
bieroglyphical Inyentions, ad { to digi 
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them in ſtrange dreſſes, as to turn the whole 
of their Religion into unintelligible Myſtery and 
allegory. Indeed were we to contemplate the 
general condition of Mankind through all it's 
rances of Idolatry, it 


ſo unpleaſant and unaccountably perverted, ſo 
reproachful to the boaſtedDignity of theSpecies, 
and ſo unworthy the Character of Reaſon, that 
ſcarce the leaſt traces of a rational Religion 
would be diſcernible. Not only the heavenly 
Hoſt and nobler Branches of the Creation, but 
erery Part of the mete animal and vegetable 
World could ſupply them with objects of their 
Worſhip; and leaſt theſe ſhould fail, they could 
raiſe to themſelves new Deities from the work of 
their own hands, even wood and ſtone; the reſidue 
thereof, faith the Prophet, he maketh a God, even 
his graven Image: he falleth down unto it, and wor» 
ſupeth it, and prayeth unto it, and ſaith, Deliver 
me, for thou art my God. And none conſidereth in 
his heart, neither is there knowledge nor under- 
fanding to ſay, I have burnt part of it in the fire, 
ea alſo I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; 
Thave roaſted fleſh and eaten it, and ſhall I make 
the reſidue thereof an abomination? ſhall I fall 
down to the ſtock of a tree? Tf 
Such was the Degeneracy of Mankind in this 
important Article, and, unleſs the Divine Provi- 


rarious ſhapes and . | 
would preſent us with a view of human Nature 


on dence ſhould think fit to interpoſe ſome way or 


other, to vindicate the Honour of his Name, 
ind to retrieve Men in ſome meaſure from the 
uncomfortable State of living without God in the 
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TArld, ſuch was it like to continue. It ſhoul, 


ſeem therefore at firſt fight not unreaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that Gop might vouchſafe to reveal 
himſelf in ſuch a manner, and to ſuch choſen 
Inſtruments of his Providence, as ſhould be: 
means to revive and fix his Authority and Wax. 
ſhip ſomewhere in the World, and to convey then 
to ſucceeding Ages. [The particular method for 
the more effectual accompliſhing this End, were 
better left toInfiniteWiſdom to determine, than 
for us to point out. Let us however but ſuppoſe 
it might be done in the following manner: —5y 


0 ſelecting and appropriating a particular People 


to be the immediate Inſtruments for it in the 
hands of Providence; by Gop's manifeſting 


himſelf to this People in ſo clear and undeniable 


a manner as to eſtabliſh his Name and Worſhip 
among them effectually; by occaſional Reyelz 
tions and miraculous Interpoſitions, to give 
them ſuch ſtrong evidence and aſſurance of his 
Preſence with them, as to leave no room for 
Doubt or Uncertainty ; by making it the yery 


Terms and Condition of their Being, as a N. 
tion, to ſeparate themſelves from the Idolatrons 


Nations, and to adhere only to the one true 


Gor; by making the Acknowledgment. and 
Worſhip of the one true Gop not only the Foun- 


dation of their Religion, but likewiſe the Eſſence 
even of their civil Polity and Conſtitution ; by 


annexing therefore to the Obſeryance and Vio- 


lation of this Law, the civil Sanctions of tem- 
poral Rewards and Puniſhments; by giving them 
Proſperity and Victory over their Enemies upon 
their Obedience, Defeat and Ruin upon 5 


| L111 
Diſobedience; by appointing them farther ſuch. 
articular Rites and Ceremonies, as ſhould ſerve 
them for the diſtingmſhing Badges and Cha- 
cater of their Profeſſion, and be a ſtanding vi- 
ſble Memorial, to remind them whole Service 
they were engag d in; and laſtly, for the more 
efetual Security of this Conſtitution, by giving 
them ſuch poſtzve Laws and Inſtitutions, as. 
hould beſt preſerve them from the Infection 
of their IdolatrousNeighbours, and at the ſame 
time be accommodated in ſome meaſure to the 
articular Genius and Temper and Prejudices of 
the People themſelves. It need not be ſuggeſt- 
ed that the Deſcription here given is not ima- 
ginary, but exactly applicable to the Few:ſþ 
de Sate and Nation, when fairly repreſented from 
1? their Hiſtory in the Old Teſtament: and far- 
le. ther that it carries with it Principles neither ab- 
ue ſurd nor ridiculous, but perfectly agreeable to 
us Ade unprejudic d Sentiments of Mankind, and 
or Wo a reaſonable Way of Thinking. 18 
TW But it may be objected that ſuch a Scheme 
. Hof Providence as this, could not be adequate 
3 to the End propos d, that it could by no means 
un enſwer the Deſign of Gop's redeeming Man- 
nd ind from a State of Idolatry, to wake himſelf 
"WW known to one ſingle inconſiderable People only, 
C Wvhilit the reſt of the World would ſtill lie under 
the ſame Diſadvantages now as ever, andwith- 
out any viſible means of recovering the Truth. 
hy ſhould it not be thought a more compleat 
and expeditions Method, at once to enlighten 
otic whole Race of Mankind, to extend the 
85 Knowledge. of the true God to the World in 
* | . „ ” general, 


E i 
general, and thus effectually to extirpate the 
ee of Idolatry from off the face of the 

Earth? J . 
But I muſt beg leave to obſerve here, that 
the force of this Objection has been already 
taken notice of, and conſider d under my for- 
mer Head, it amounti g in the main to no mote 
than this, the ſuppoſition of the Inequity and 
Unfitneſs of a partial Diſtribution of Divine 
Favours. And conſequently every Revelation 
which is not Univerſal, and every other parti 
cular Bleſſing of Providence is equally affected 
by the Objection. | „„ 
But beſides this, let us but reflect a little on 
the probable Conſequence that might be exped. 
ed from ſo univerſal a manifeſtation of Proyi. 
dence, as this Objection implies. We ſuppoſe 
then the whole World to be once in full Poſſeſſion 
of this great Point, the Acknowledgment and 
Worſhip of the true Gop ; it will be thought 
expedient, I preſume,* that mach the ſame 
Means ſhould be made ule of to guard and pre- 
ſerve the ſacred Treaſure, as were neceſlary 
under the Few:ſþ Diſpenſation, that is, thatGoo 
by a continued ſeries of Miracles and extraordi- 
nary Revelations ſhould awaken Men's minds 


from time to time, 
veries of himſelf as c 
ally ſecure his Author 
them. Bat would not 
the very End of an ex! 


Would not thoſe vey ſupernatural Acts of Pro- 


vidence loſe all their 
ing made familiar to 


nd by making freſh Diſco- 


caſion required, effectu- 
ity and Government over 
this be in eſſect to defeat 


traordinary Interpoſition? 


S 


force and weight, by be⸗ 
Mankind, and exlgbite 
| 11 
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mind of Man in an irreſiſtable manner, and 
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in ſo free and undiſtinguiſſing a manner to the 
view of the whole World? If it was ſo difficult 
to keep the Jews from Idolatry who had the 
particular Benefit of Miracles vouchſafed them 
for that Purpoſe, how much more difficult muſt 
it have been upon this Suppoſition to have kept 
any one Part of Mankind to their Duty, whilſt 


they would have no particular Mark or Criterion 


to judge of the Divine Authority over them, 
but what was common likewiſe to every other 
Part of the World in general? The Efficacy of 
Miracles tis well known is deriv'd from their 
Scarcity and Uncommonneſs; but could it ſo 
happen that the World ſhould be govern d by 
miraculous Interpoſitions, it would be difficult 
to diſcern, beſides the Abſurdity of the Suppo- 
ſition, how Miracles could be of any ſervice as 
an Evidence or Atteſtation of any Truths being 
of Divine Authority: ſo far from it, that what 
s now. call d Wonderful and Extraordinary in 
Nature, would then ceaſe to be fo, and could 
be look d upon as no other than the ordinary 
and uſual Adminiftration of Providence, that 
is, in the ſtrict Senſe, there would be no ſich 
thing as Miracles at all. It is poſſible therefore 
that this Method of Providence might not be ſo 
effectual to the End propos d, as to deſerve the 
Preference to that we plead for. 
Perhaps it might ſtill be ſaid, if this End 
were really of that Importance, and ſo worthy 
the Divine Providence to have in view as is 
pretended, an Omnipotent Power might doubt- 
leſs continually over - rule and influence the 


force 


_ [14] — 
| force the Conviction of Truth upon him be. 
yond all poſſibility of withſtanding its Evi. 
_ dence. Tis true; and the ſame might be 
done likewiſe in every other Point of Import. 

ance, both as to Principle and Practice; but 
how conſiſtent this would be with the Freedom 
of Man, as a moral Agent, or with the Nature 
and End of Religion itſelf, is too obvious to 

deſerve a ſerious Confu tation. 

But it may not be imperginent to obſery 
here, that what feems to be a chief Cauſe of 
that Difficulty of accounting for ſo extraordj. 
nary a Method of Providence as the Jew 
Diſpenſation, is this, that the End propos d 
by it, the eſtabliſhing the Knowledge and Wor- 

ſhip of the true Go, is not thought to be real. 
ly a matter of that great Importance, which we 
make it. It ſeems to be a faſhionable way of 
thinking with ſome Men, tho they are not al- 
ways forward to ſpeak out, that the Whole of 
Morality is confin'd within the meer ſocial Du. 
ties of Life, that right or wrong Notions con- 
cerning Deity and Worſhip are in themſelvesof 
little fignificancy, provided the Laws of Juſtice, 
Benevolence, and Honeſty are maintaind a- 
mongſt Men; and thoſe who call themſelves 
Moral Philoſophers do not make it a part of their 
Syſtem to have any regard to particular Modes 
or Inſtitutions of Religion, but think all of 
them alike indifferent, and none of them ne- 
ceſſary to conſtitute any Part of the Moral Cha- 
racer. . As I apprehend therefore it would be 
an affront to thoſe Gentlemen's Underſtanding, 
to ſuppoſe them to be influenc d by any hg 
” 1 ples 


rn 


ples of Religion, I would chooſe toexpoſtulate 


uch them upon their own Principles, of Reaſdn 
and Moral Fitneſs. Can it then ſeriouſly be 
„thought by Rational Creatures, that the Ser- 
ce and Worſhip of the Deity are really of an 
ndifferent Nature, or an inconſiderable part of 
» WI Duty? Is it in itſelf fit or reaſonable, that He 
 Wfom whom our whole Dependance, our Life, 

and the Bleſſings of our Life are deriv d, ſhould 
e be himſelf neglected by us? or is He, who is 
the Author of all Good, the Governor and Fa- 


ther of all Beings, Himſelf the only Being in 
the Univerſe, with whom we are unconcern'd 2 
Can we admire this beautiful Structure of Na- 
ture, the Order, Harmony, and Proportion of 


and yet exclude from our Regards the great Ar- 


acknowledge the Excellence and Obligations of 


Fountain of Rectitude and Truth? Is it poſſible 
that from the Fitneſs of Action, and the Eter- 
nal Relations of Things, there ſhould reſult 


betwixt Creatures to each other, and no Homage 
io be paid to the adorable Creator, the com- 


our firſt and beſt Benefactor no Right to any re- 
turns of Service and Acknowledgments from us, 
or have we no farther Expectations from him: 


Parts, all uniting to conſtitute univerſal Beauty, 
tit and Contriver of the Whole? Is it right to 
moral Virtue, it's neceſſary Tendency to pro- 
duce our Good and Final Happineſs, without 


carrying our Thoughts to that Being, who is 
the Eſſence and Perfection of all Good, the 


Duties of Gratitude, Benevolence, and Honour 


non Parent and Center of our Happineſs? Has 


lat we ſhould fay, What is the Almighty that - 
MES „ we 
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we ſhould ſerve him, and what profit ſhould 
have, if we pray unto him ? Surely, his Relation 
to us is not ſo remote, nor his Authority oye, 
us ſo ill founded in Nature, but that he has the 
juiteſt Claim to every Expreſſion of our Grat. 
tude and Love, to every Inftance of our Obed; 
ence and Worſhip. How imperfect then mul 
that Scheme of Morality be, which ſhould male 
Matters of Religion a ſuperficial and uneſlentiq 
Part of our Duty, which ought in Reaſon and 
Fitneſs to be our firft and chiefeſt Care? ] vil 
conclude therefore, | that the Knowledge and 
| Worſhip of the true Gop is an Article of Im. 
portance, the preſerving and continuing of 
which in the World, was an End worthy of In- 
finite Wiſdom and Goodneſs to have in view. 
Another End to be obtain d by this Inſtitu. 
tion of a peculiar People, might be in order to 
afford Mankind more clear and unconteſted 
Proofs of a Divine Providence, inſpecting and 
influencing Human Affairs. Though the Do- 
ctrine of a Providence has been almoſt univer- 
 fally receiv d and taught in the World, yet it i 
much to be queſtion d whether it owes it's ge- 
neral Reception ſo much to Men's Obſervations 
upon the ordinary and ſettled Courſe of Provi- 
dence in Nature, as to the more remarkable er. 
traordinary Events they have been eye - witneſſes 
to themſelves, and the traditional Accounts of 
Miracles, and wonderful Interpoſitions they 
have receiv'd from others. It has been before 
| hinted, that what is uniform and conſtant in 
the Proceedings of Providence is paſs d by un- 
regarded, whilſt any thing 2 and 
838 range 
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range commands Attention, and puts Men ups SO 


on thinking. The periodical Motions of the 
701 zezvenly Bodies, the ſtated Returns of Seaſons, 
deri de Succeſſion and Growth of Plants and Ania 
the mals according to. fixt ſettled Laws of Nature 
au and the like; are doubtleſs. in themſelves the 

"Wl fcongeſt Proof of a Divine Power ſuperintend- 
wh ng and conducting the Whole; but then they 
ae common Things, and ſo much within the 
compaſs of every days Obſeryation, that they 
ane for that reaſon ſcarce obſerv'd at all; they 
ae too familiar with Mankind to have any 
Reſpedt paid them; and they loſe their Weight 
u chat, which in Truth ought to give them 
their whole Weight, their Regularity and Con- 
. fancy. In ſhort, ſomething new and ſurpriz- 
ing is wanted to awaken” Men's reaſdning Fa- 
— Faq and to lead them by particular Inſtances. 
of an interpoſing Power, to the Acknowledg- 
ment of the general Truth, which the ordinary 
Courſe of Things does not give them ſufficient 
occaſion to reflect on. And hence probably 
ye may account for the Riſe of ſome of thoſe 
ablurd Doctrines in the Heathen' Philoſophy, 
ſach as Fatali ſm and Epicuriſm, that ſome ob- 
krving a ſettled and unvaried Courſe of Nature, 
and a regular Concurrence of like Cauſes and 
Effects, have attributed all to an uncontrollable 
Fate and Deſtiny; whilſt others for want of 
ſome more fenſible Proof of a Divine Agency 
than the ordinary Appearances of Things, have 
depos'd the Deity froni the Government of the 
World, as too indolent a Being, and placed at 
tue Head of it W and Fortune n 1 
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ſtead. And indeed conſidering the Thought 
leſſneſs and Inattention of the generalny « 
Mankind, it is almoſt impoſſible but that the 
Belief of a Providence muſt have been entireh 
loſt in the World, without ſome extraordinan 
viſible Inſtances of it ſet before them, to refreh 
their Memories, and keep it alive. Indeed 
were we to ſuppoſe the Scriptures to be a true 
Account of Things, we ſhould there find, Goh 
had ſufficiently provided for the ſupport of thi 
Doctrine from the Beginning of the World; 
that he left not himſelf without witneſs, but from 
time to time made-ſach Diſcoveries of himſelf 
to the fiſt Generation of Men, then to Mah, 
to Abraham, to the Patriarchs, and laſtly to 
the Few:f; People, as ſhould abundantly teſti 
fy his Providential Care and Concern for his 
Creatures. VVV 
Should it be here urg d that a more extenſive 
Manifeſtation of his Providence to the World 
in general, had been a more effectual Means to 
the End propos d, the force of the ObjeRion 
has been already conſider d, and need not be 
repeated. The Fem:ſh Diſpenſation was evi. 
dently ſufficient to anſwer the Deſign; it was 
calculated not only to convince the Jem them 
ſelves of the immediate hand of Providence 2. 
mong them, but to convey likewiſe an inſtructiye 
Leſſon to the World around, and the Opportu- 
nities the neighbouring Nations had of acquaint- 
ing themſelves with it, were frequent and great; 
eſpecially when we conſider the ſeveral Captivi- 
ties and Oppreſſions which befell the ems un- 
der the Egyptianc, Babylonians, Greeks and N- 


mans, 
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#417, who dannot be ſuppos d to have been 
wholly ignorant of their Religion, whilſt their 
Iatercourſe and Converſation with them could 
not but invite their Curioſity to enquire into 
i and to examine on what Foundation it ſtood, 
el A Third End of Providence in the Fewiſh In- 
el gtution, might be to prepare the way for, and 
meg o introduce a more perfect Diſpenſation: The 
he whole Scheme of Chriſtianity is evidently built 
"I on the Suppoſition of previous Revelations : 
; both our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles do 
1 conſtantly appeal to the Authority and Writings 
1 Jecche Old Teſtament, for Proofs of their Bi. 
ine Miſſion, and to confirm the Truth of their 
0 Dodtrines. The Law was a School. maſter, tu bring 
n unte Chriſt, in every Senſe, partly as it con- 
died of ſeveral Rites and Inſtitutions fo adapt- 


ed, as to ſerye for typical Repreſentations of | 


+ better Things under the Goſpel, and partly as 
„contain d a gradual Series of Prophecies lead. 
ing Men to the Expectations of a Meſſiah, in 


" vhom they were to receive their Accompliſh- 
„ Nrent; but above all, as it tended to open Men's 

„ ninds for the more readily embracing Chriſtia- 

» Wy itſelf, by giving them previous Notions of 
„Veelation, and a miraculous Providence, by 

furniſhing them with ſuch preparative Principles 

'e 477 2 eee e 

+ might overcome all Prejudice, and by diſplay- 

+ ing the Beauty and Excellency of the Golpel- 


Diſpenſation, when compar'd with the former 
Inſtitution, as only introductory to it. 

It ſeems to be agreeable to the general Deſign 
of Providence in the Government of the World, 
fo enlighten it by flow Steps and gradual Ad- 
8 ö | FVances, 
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vances, not to over-power our weak Sight with 
the ſudden Glare of Truth, but to leave it ti to 
make it's own Way by gentle Degrees, till u M 
be arriv d from it's firſt Dawn of Light to its full fa 
Meridian. There is evidently a regular Diſpo i C 
ſition and Plan laid out by Providence in the N 
Moral World, as well as in the Natural, where R 
things do not ſhoot|up to their full Stature at 
once, but are left to Time and Growth to ripen 


and bring them to Maturity. The Progreſs of b. 
Arts and Sciences, the Advancements in Leatt. D 


ing and Philoſophy, the various Imbelliſhments I " 
of Life by new and uſeful Diſcoveries, have not 9 
been the Work of one Age or Country, but the 
growing Labours and Experience of many Ce. 
nerations, and the Wiſdom of ſucceeding Time; i 
has been but Improvements upon the former. 
And ſo it is in Religion; the Knowledge of Di. f 
vine Truths has been propagated gradually and 
at different Periods of Time; Revelations were 
made to the Firſt Ages but ſparingly and dark. 
ly; more diſtinct ones afterwards to Abraban 
and the Patriarchs; ſtill more open and expreſs 
were the Declarations of the Will of G.ov' to 
the Fews, by his Servant Moſes ; the Word of 
Prophecy grew yet plainer and was better un- 
derſtood, as it was deliver d at ſundry time; 
through the ſucceeding Generations; and laſtly, 
When the fulne ſr of the time mas rome, God font 


* 0 4 
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forth his Son. When the falneſs of the time was 
come that is; when the World was ſuffici. 
ently prepar d to admit him, when the preceding 
Revelations wanted higher Improvements, when 
the Types and Shadows of the Law were to give 
n 8 „ way 
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wiy to the Subſtance, when the Prophecies were 
to be verified, when the general Condition of 
Mankind was ſuch as minke diſpoſe them to a 

favourable Entertainment of the Truth, when 
Ciyility and Politeneſs had ſo ſoften'd their 
Manners, as to leave them free and open to 
Religions Impreſſions, when the Notions of Re- 
relation and Miracles were not ſo ſtrange and un- 
known in the World, but that they might pro- 
bably meet with a fair hearing, when Men's 
Doubts and Perplexities in Religious Matters 
might have render d a rational Syſtem of Reli- 
gion acceptable and deſireable, when in ſhort, 
Men were no longer Babes in Knowledge, but 
had need of ſtrong meat, as the Apoſtle expreſſes 
it, inſtead of milk, did not require their childiſh 
Appetites to be gratified with mere Rituals and 
pompous Externals, but were able to digeſtthe 
more ſubſtantial Nouriſhment of inward Righ-- 


* 


teouſneſs, Piety and Trutn. 
Thus does Revelation appear to be a uni- 
form and conſiſtent Scheme; there is a Con- 
nexion between it's Parts; and we cannot but 
adore the Wiſdom and Beneficence of it's kind 
Author, . from it's firſt Beginnings, through it's 
ſeveral Steps and Openings, it's gradual Pro- 
greſs and Growth, till broughF to that moſt 
excellent and happy State, which, did we but 
know our Happineſs, we ſhould read in the 
Diſpenſation of Chriſtianity. And how far the 
fame Good: Providence may have order d the 
2M future Diſpoſition of Things, whether the Im- 
nl provements and Perfection of Religion be not 
e reſery d for after Times, whether ſome * 

rr Ages 


„ 

Ages of Poſterity may not be bleſs d aith the 
true Faith and Practice of the Goſpel, freeg 
from popiſh and all ſuperſtitious Mirtures, whe. 
ther it may not one day be profeſs d in its ge. 
nuine Purity, and be profeſs d Univerlally, 


Go only knows. 8 c ExpeQations however 
the Methods of Providence hitherto obſervabl; 


do certainly give us ſome Grounds for, and In. 
timations of this kind from ng age itſelf n 
not a little to oounte ance. 


em 5 Diſpenſtion Is zRatiboal Scheme b 
reconciling the Doctrine of a peculiar ch 
with the Divine Attributes, and by ſhewin 
to be a Method of Providence fitted to ch 
Ends and Deſigns, as are worthy of Infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs to have in vie). 


III. It now remains in the "Third and Lo 
Place, that from the foregoing Doctrine 
thus ſtated and explain d, we endeavour 
to account in ſome meafhre for certain 
Difficulties we 1 neet with in the Jem 
Hiſtory, and to give ſome ſort. of general 
Satisfaction with egard to ſeveral Paſſage 
that are N to in the Old T 


ment. 
I would obſerve fr. i then chi one 1 
which has given great Offence to nice Enquirer 
toa late * in particular, is, that the Jen 
ſhould be repreſented as the ſelect and favourite 
People of God, withont the leaſt degree of 


Merit, or Virtue to entitle them to ſo great 2 


3 ſo far from it, chat _ n 
7 mo | 


DD == > S 


K 2 "IS 1 1 * * 3 , * : OW , —_ 
* ; y N b 
ity \ 
; 7 * 1 * 
— 
i 
* 
1 5 
4 


# 


noſt obſtinate and incordigible Race of Men, | 
vith the utmoſt difficulty kept ta their Duty, 


ind remarkable rather for their Ignorance and 


Rebellions againſt GoDp, than for any real San- 1 


tity or Goodneſs in them. Even their cele- 
trated Heroes and Leaders were often but the 
foremoſt of the People in Vice and Wickedneſs; 

nay David himſelf, the Man after God's 'own 
eart, could perpetrate the moſt flagitious and 
ſhocking Crimes, attended with every aggrava- 
ting circumſtance of the moſt complicated Guilt 
and Horror. That all this may be but too juſt- 
y faid, I believe we may ſafely grant, butwhe- 
ther it is any thing to the Purpole for which it 
$alledg'd, muſt be.queſtion'd. For was it the 
Deſign of Gop in bat 


op in the? 10 Inſtitution to 
choole out a People remarkable for their Virtue · 


and Piety beyond others, in order only to ſhower 
down his Bleſſings upon them, and to diftin- 


0 


in them by particular marks of Favour, an- 
verable to their perſonal Merit? by no means: 
but it was for other Ends of his Providence in 
the Government of the World; it was to make 
them Inſtruments in his Hands for the execu- 
n thoſe Purpoſes his Infinite Wiſdom had 

ain d. They are therefore to be confiderd 
only in their Publick Capacity, as a Nation ſet 
apart for that End, and not whether they de- 
ſery d upon their own Account to be called a 
holy and peculiar People to the Lord. And 
that they might not themſelves miſtake their 
own Condition, they are often enough told both 
by Moſes and their Prophets, that: Lord gave 
them not the good land to poſſeſs for their Rhee 
mo 01 


neſs, 


1 
2 


plGwẽE in general are thi 


. be truly ſai 
Perfect with the Lord 


4 Dem, 9. $2 6 Ge. 


Word which he ſware 
52 Tſaac, and Jacob. 
he might carry on the 
firſt made known to 
wards to be complea 
ſterity. So that the 
ſings they enjoy d is 


gainſt the Inſtitution 


any other providenti 


[x]. 
ouſneſs,. for that og 


 bellious Generation, 


mere a Ai fnected and 14. 
t that. he might perform the 
nto. their Fathers, to Abra. 
: + That is, that by then 
eſigns of his Providence 
ole Patriarch, and after. 
ed gradually by their Po. 
Perverſion of thoſe Blel. 
o more an Argument 2. 
itſelf, than the Abuſes of 
1Advantages, which may 


be put into Mens hands, can be an Argument 


againſt Providence itſelf. Private Characten 
therefore, or the Moral Character of the Peo- 


and the Conduct of x 
be accountable for t 
to it. Thus for inſt 
vid is of a very mix 
ſtain d with great Vic 
from his Duty, yet d 
Office in the State wi 


gs foreign to the Subjed, 
rticular Perſons muſt not 
t, which has no relation 
nce, the Character of De. 
Nature; for though it i 
5 and manifeſt Deviations 
d he diſcharge his Publick 
ith the utmoſt Fidelity; in 


that Part of it eſpeci 
of the People depen 
the Teſt of their O 
all Idolatry, no Kin 
David, none ſo acti 
vice and Worſhip of 


did he ſo eminently 


ment of Relig] re an 
rying on png Defig as 


dience, the-rooting ont 


ly on which the Welfare 
ed, and which was made 


was ever ſo vigilant as 
and zealous for the Ser- 
the true Gop. And thus 
ntribute to the Advance 

conſequently to the car- 
s of Providence, that it 
f him, that hi. heart was 
his God.. But then his 
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Vices are no part of that Character, nor ate 
they recommended to our Imitation. ie 
Again, when the eme are invidiouſly'repre- 
ſented as — of Gob, . | 
fin the full -of all temporal Happi- 
neſs and Proſperity, under the continual Sun- 
fine of Heaven; this is ſo ſar from a juſt Re- 
rreſentation, that the contrary is moſt true. 
For the 3 of that 1 State of Diſ- 
ea Probation, 0 ity end- 
rok their 1 — — no 
longer entitled to the Bleffings of Heaven, yn 
they were ſtrict Obſervers of it's Laws. 
ndeed' it is, that the having God ſo b — 
them, and receiving hers. Revelations from 
lim was a great and ineſtimable Privilege, 
the Happinefs they in ſact enjoy d is not to be 
computed from the Excellency of this Privilege, 
but from their own Behaviour under it, and 
Conformity to it's Directions. And how ſuc- 
eeſtful they 14 in fecuting — ves this 
every Page eir Hiſtory 
= ang from wen. 8 Confider the many 
grievous Hardſhips, Oppreſſions, and Captivi- 
tes they ſuffer d from time to time under the 
1 = Nations. Were they not literally 
ng in their fides to execute the 
Manar G of Gop upon them, whenever they de- 
parted from him, © ind fell into Idolatry? In 
ſhort, their Afflictions kept equal pace with their 
Trank MN and their Trane were 
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ſo frequent, that theit Condition upon the whole 
will appear perhaps but little to be envy d, and 
the ſhare of Happineſs they enjoy d will ſcarce 

be thought to exceed the Miſeries they endur d 
But what ſeems to be the moſt uſual and moſt ſar 
material Objection againſt the Divine Autho. 0 
rity of the Jemi ſh Inſtitution 1s, that their Po. le 
litical Maxims of Government were of a ver und 
inhuman and perſecuting Nature; they treated 
their eee, ive Cruelty; they were 


not contented barely to conquer, unleſs they 
could utterly deſtroy even every thing that 

breath d amongſt them with the edge of the 

Sword; and, contra 

and Nations, they ce 

exercis d the moſt unj 

on their Neighbours, oftentimes without any o- 
ther Provocation than that of worſhiping other 

Gods, and profeſſing a different Religion. It 

will be obſerv'd, that the Objection, as I have 
here ſtated it, is not deſign d to repreſent the 

Truth of the caſe as it was in Reality, but ra- 
ther the Manner in which Infidels of the preſent 

Age affect to talk of it. For I hope it may he 
made appear, that the emiſh Government was 
not founded upon Principles either of Perſecu- 
tion or Inhumanity,-and that it did not in itſelf 
tend to injure the Perſons or Properties of O- 
thers, unleſs when ſome particular Circumſtances 
and extraordinary Occafions made Severity ne- 
ceſſary. The Objection therefore in the gene- 
ral is not juſt, but to be underſtood in a reſerv d 

ſenſe, and with great Limitations, In order 
therefore to ſatisfy ourſelves in this matter, let 


4 but caſt an eye back upon the State of the 
mi ſh People, and ſee what might be expected 
fom a Government ſo conſtituted and circam- 


nc d, as theirs was. 


. - * 


We will ſuppoſe then the Jem: to be a people 
elected by Divine Providence for ſuch Ends 
nd Purpoſes, as have been already mention d: 
I ſo, it muſt neceſſarily follow, that their Civil 
folity or Conſtitution muſt have been quite diffe- 
ent from that of any other People, that is, they 
nuſt have acted upon different Maxims, they 
muſt have uſed other Methods for the Security 
ad Preſervation of the State; for as their Re- 
lvions and Civil Eſtabliſnment were one and the 
ame, ſo what tended to the hurt of the one, 


. muſt equally endanger the other, and conſe- 
er Nrently the Protection of their Religion was 
1: Ne proper Buſineſs of the State, and the Pro- 


ton of the State was no other than a Reli- 
nous Duty. It was made the Terms and Con- 
ution of their Being, as a Nation, to ſeparate 
temſelves from the Idolatrous Nations, and 
adhere only to the one true Gop ; whatſo- 
ner therefore was done contrary to, or incon- 
tent with this Original Compact, if I may ſo 

Ul it, was the Deſtruction of the Body Poli- 
ck, it was a Forfeiture of the Covenant, and 
that means a Diſſolution of the Government. 
Ne are to conſider moreover the Land of Ca- 
nun was aſſign' d the Jews as the proper Lot 
their Inheritance, wherein they were to ſub- 
it in their National Capacity, under Subjection 
Go p as their King and Governor, to whom 
lone they were to pay all Obedience both 3 
ä | ang 


Vwould have been inconſiſtent with their Saſet 


ad Religi It was 
trary to t Law of | 


any Competitor i in this 3 provy 1 
admitting any other Gop was in effect to do 


4 All Idolatry was ted oui 
ce of the Bounds of the Kingdom, not bare 
becauſe it was profeſſing a different Religion 
but becauſe it was virtually acknowledging anc 
ther King, and withdrawing their Allegiance 
from their lawful Sovereign. F 

In this view then if we conſidler the State « 
the Jews, we ſhall find they were often oblige 
to treat their Enemies with great Rigour to 
their own Preſervation ; Lenity and Mildneſ 


and Well. being; and we are not haſtily tc 
aſcribe every inſtance of Severity to the natur: 
Craelty of the People, the Peeviſhneſs of thei 
Leaders, or the p eryerted Politicks of thei 
Prieſts and Prophets, but it was evidently — 
Law, their Goyerr ent; their political Ce 
tution that requir d it. For example, wh 
Land of Canaan was to be the place of thei 
Settlement, they were'firft to diſpoſſeſs the In 
habitants by force of Arms; this they were 
joyn d to execute to the utmoſt Extremity, eve 
to the utter Extirpation of every thing chat be 
long d to them; but then this was for Reaſon 
extraordinary, and ꝑeculiar tothe Circumſtance 
of the 7eme; for as their Succeſs and even Bein 
depended upon their keeping themſelves: a { 
parar People, and: by this means they were 


n 1 Let. Tol. p. 247 Ac. Gol, 


be the Inſtruments of Providence in preſerving 
true Religion, fo nothing could more effeQually 
engage them in their Duty, nothing could give 
them a ſtronger Senſe of the Importance of 
Obedience, and at the ſame time a greater De- 
teſtation of all Idolatrous Practices, than to find 
Idolaters fo odious in the ſight of G od himſelf, 
as to be thought not worthy to be treated upon 
the common level with their Fellow Creatures, 
but to be cut off both they and the Remem- 
brance of them as much as poſſible from the 
face of the Earth. Add to this, that the me were 
of themſelves but too well inclin'd to Idolatry, 
and exceedingly debauch d by the Zy yptraft Su- 
perſtitions, of which they had given very mani- 
feſt Tokens already; would it not then have 
been extremely dangerous to have allow d them 
any Intercourſe or Dealings with Idolatrous 
Neighbours? How could it be expected they 
ſhould long continue in their Duty, when theß 
were ſo eaſily ſeduc d by every the leaſt Tempta- 
tion? And this is expreſsly mention d in Scri- 
pture as the Grounds of thoſe ſevere Injunctions 
they were to obſerve towards the ſeven Nations 
of Canaan: They ſhall not dwell in thy Land, leſt 
they make thee fin againſt me. And when the 
Lord thy God ſhall deliver them before thee, thou 
halt ſmite them, and utterly deſtroy them, thou 


onlll Halt make no Cavenant with them, nor ſhew Mercy 


mtu them either ſhalt thou make Marriages 
with them; thy daughter thou ſhalt not give unto 
lar ſow, nor hes daughter halt thou take unto thy 


en. For they will turn away thy ſon from follow- 


ing me, that they may ſerve other Goar - fo * 


8 


| tween the Canaanitiſb 


[30 ] 
anger * the Lord be kindled OY on, and 
: 8 thee ſuddenly. + And innumerable other 

Texts to the ſame Purpoſe. _ 

But the Harſhneſs of thoſe Comments be 
much ſoften'd, if we conſider farther, that theſe 
Nations were not only guilty of the groſſeſt Ido. 

latry, but, tis more than. probable, were over. 
run likewiſe with monſtrous Vices and Enormi- 
ties, which deſervedly drew down the Divine 
Vengeance upon their Heads. And that this 


is not mere Conjecture. will appear amongſt o. 


ther Paſſages from the following words of Moſes. 
Speak not thou in thine h a ao Th that the Lord 
thy God hath caſt them out from before thee, ſaying, 
for my Reghteouſne ſs the | gre? hath brought me m 


2700 poſſeſs this land: but for the Wickedne ſs of theſe 


Nations, the Lord doth drive them out from before 
thee. Not for th Righteouſneſs, or for the Up. 
rightneſs of thine N 4aſt thou go to poſſeſs their 
land: but for theWickedneſs of t theſs Nuala, the 
Lord thy God doth 4¹¹ them out from before 
_thee. * In this Light therefore we are to look 
upon the Fews as no other than occaſional In- 
ſtruments in the hands of Providence to execute 
the Judicial Puniſhments of Heaven upon a 
wicked and an apoſtate People. - 
It will add great Weight to what has been 
here ſaid, to obſerve that - 7k the Law of Moſes, 
there was a very eſſenti⸗ 


not within the Bounds of their Kingdom, and 


they were in leſs ere of I corn by 


Diſtinction made be- 
ations, and thoſe that 
were more remote. For as theſe latter were 


them, | 
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treated with leſs Rigour, and more agreeably to 


the common Law of Arms. As I imagine this 


Diſtinction to be of great Importance, 1 wilt 
beg leave to repeat the Paſſage at length, When 


thou comeſt nigh unto a City to fight againſt it, 


then proclaim peace unto it. And it ſhall be, if it 


then it ſhall be that all the people that is found 


therein, ſhall be Tributaries unto thee, and they 


ſhall ſerve thee. And rf it will mate no peace with. 


thee, but will male war againſt thee, then thou 


ſhalt beſiege it. And when the Lord thy God hath _- 
tlivered it into thine hands, thou ſhalt ſmite 
every male thereof with the edge of the ſword. 


But the women, and the little ones, and the cattle; 


ond all that is in the City, even all the ſpoil thereof 


ſhalt thou take unto thy ſelf: and thou ſhalt eat 
the oil of thine enemies, which the Lord thy God 


bath given thee. Thus ſhalt thou do unto all the 
Gties which are very far off from thee, which are 
mt of the Citzes of theſe Nations, But of the Cities 


f theſe People which the Lord thy God doth give thee 


for an inheritance, tbou ſhalt ſave alive nothing 


that breatheth :- but thou ſbalt utterly deſtroythem, 
umely, the Hittites, and the Amorites, the ca- 
nanites, and the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jbuſites, as the Lord thy God hath commanded. 


thee : that they teach you not to do after all their 


domination, which they have done unto their 


Codt, ſo ſbould ye fin againſt the Lord your God. + 


The Moral -Philoſopher from this Paſſage has 
taken the liberty to repreſent the Fews-as in a 


1 Ds. 20. 1o—— 


them, they were therefore in proportion to be 


- 
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State of War with al Mankind, and that by 
their c Conftitution and the fundamental Prin- 
<« ciples of Mofes, ey were to maintain no 
| EPeate or Amity: with any other Nation or 
FL feople, but an condition of Submitting to 
t them as their Subjects, Slaves, and Tribe. 
« ries, under ſuch = erms as they ſhould think 
«ft to impoſe.” $0 hereas the Do of this 
erwiſe; it was plainly to ſhey 


Law was quite © 
the Difference to be obſerv d towards the Inha- 
bitants of Canaan, and all other diſtant Nations 
with whom at any time they ſhould happen to be 
engag d in War, which latter, becauſe it was 
conſiſtent with the Publick Good, and the Cir- 
cumſtances of their overnment permitted, 
were therefore to be dealt with according to 
the equitable Rules ne and the Practice 
of Nations. . 

But it will be faid here is a comarkabls r- 

eeption to this in the caſe of the Amaletater, 
which as it is of an extraordinary Nature, and 
has been of late much objected to, may deſerye 
briefly to be conſider d. We read in the Hiftory 
of Saul, that the Pre phet Samuel without any 
immediate Provocati on comes to Saul with this 
Nleſſage, Thus ſaiththe Lord ef Hoſts, I remember 
tbat which Amalek did to Iſrael, Lows be laid wait 
for bim in the may when he came up from 
Now go, and fmite Amalek, ani utterly 41 oy 
all that they have, « id ſpare them not ; but ſlay 
beth man and woman, i fant and uchlin , 0x and 
Heep, camel and afs. All this is a erib d by 
The Moral Philoſopher to a low piece of Re- 


e 29. I Saj. 15. 24 3- 


yenge 


. 

venge in Samuel againſt Saul, in order to accom- 
pi whoſe Deſtruction, he pretends this hard 
Sentence to be pronounc d by Gop on an in- 
nocent People, for Injuries done by their An- 
ceſtors many Generations before. + But had 
he been diſpos d to do juſtice to the Hiſtory, he 
had repreſented it in another Light. He would 
have found the Amaletites had been one of the 
fir and moſt malicious Enemies the [frael:tes 
ever met with. And inſtead of making them 
a the © brave Defenders of their Country, againſt 


be YN « the Invaſion and Attack of a proud, inſulting 
Fas «Enemy, + as he expreſſes it, he would have 
1 caalld them not only the firſt Agreſſors, but even 
ch the moſt ungenerous and mercileſs Race of Men 


0 in the world. For if the Teſtimony of Moſes 
© rather to be credited than his, they not only 
«ane out and fought with Iſrael, * but their Ma- 
lcewas accompany d with peculiarcircumſtances 

inhuman Treachery and Baſeneſs: for, they 
et them by the vay, and ſmote the hindmoſt of 
them, even all that were feeble behind them, when 
they were faint and _ z en they feared not 

Trae 


God, * It ſeems then the lites were in a 


— veak and languiſhing Condition, and ſo far from 
% being formidable at preſent, as has been inſi- 


mated, *** that had they not been ſupported 
10 by ſome Power more than human, they muſt in 
A probability have periſh d without any Reſiſt- 
ay ance; It was therefore both Cruelty and Co- 
yardice in Amaleł thus to fall on a defenceleſs 
People; and if the Judgments of Heaven may 
D 
i Fn E ever ; 
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ever be ſuppos d to hang over a Nation for Na. 
tional Guilt, then is it not unreaſonable to 

poſe the Curſe of G op to be entail d on this 
Nation, and their Poſterity for ever, The part 
therefore which Samu ?'/ acted in this affair waz 
no more than his Office, as the faithful Prophet 
and Servant of the Lord; he had found it re. 
corded intheir Annals and made an indiſpenſa. 
ble Duty of their Law, that Amaleł muſt be de. 


ſtroy d: - For the Lord he d ſaid unto Moſes, write 
ahn for a memorial in al _ were rehearſe it in the 
ears of Joſhua: for I wi put out the N.. 


membrane of Amalek from AS Heaven. + And 
again is it repeated with ſtronger Emphaſis, 
erefore it ſhall be, when the Lord thy. God hath 
on, thee reſt from ali re enemies round about, 
in the land which the I ; the chr giveth ' thee for 


an inheritance to poſſeſe is, thou ſhalt blot out 
the Remembrance of Am from under Heaven ; 
Fhow Halt not forget it. 


Lhope it may appeat e 
that * not the natural Tendency of the 
Femiſh Conſtitution to encourage Cruelty and 
Inhumanity: but _— e were extraordinary 
Caſes, and ſuch as \ iar to the Circum- 
tancesof the Jews, th it oblig d them ſometimes 
to thoſe rigorous methods f proceeding, which 
- otherwiſe they could nat have juſtified. And 
this will receive farther — if we con- 
ſider the Nature of the Moral Part of their Law, 
as 1t reſpected the People in their private Capa- 
city. For tho the Moſaical Law is often repre- 
ſented in an invidious Light as conſiſting of no- 
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ching but burdenſome Rituals and ſuperſtitious 
„ WF Ceremonies, yet certain it is their great Law- 
ng giver did not forget to teach his People the Du. 
ties alſo of private Life, and to inſtill into them 
principles of Benevolence, Charity, and every 
Nee ſocial Virtue. And tho from the Nature of their 
Conſtitution, as has been ſhewn, their publick 
Character may appear at firſt fight ſomewhat 
de. les amiable, yet as to private Behaviour, every 
thing excellent and lovely, kind and compaſ- 
fonate was moſt ſtudiouſly and affectionately 
Re: inculcated by Moſes. Hoſpitality to Strangers, + 
nd bounty and Goodneſs to the Poor, Generoſi- 


al their Neighbours,** Or is there no good 
Nature and Humanity in ſuch Precepts as theſe? 

for When thou cutteſt down thine harveſt in thy field, 
wt #14 haſt forgot a ſbeaf in the field; thou ſhalt not 
ro again to fetch it: it ſhall be for the ſtranger, for 
the fatherleſs, and for the widow: that the Lord 
thy God may bleſs thee in all the work of thine 
lande. When thou beateſt thine olive-tree, thou 
ſhalt not go over the boughs again: it ſhall be for 
the ſtranger, for the fatherleſs, and for the widow. 
When thou gathereſt the grapes of thy vineyard, 
thou ſhalt not glean. it ee, it ſhall be fur 
the ſtranger, for the fatherleſs, and for the widow. 
And thou ſhalt remember that thou waſt a bond- 
man in the land of Egypt: therefore I command 
thee to do thu thing. * In ſhort, there are every 
where interſpers d throughout the Maſaical 


.' Þ Lev. 19. 3 4 & . T Lev 25. 3. Dent 24. 12, 13 ge. 
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ty to an Enemy, * and friendly Diſpoſitions to 
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Law Injunctions of this kind, all evidently cal. 
. culated to promote Peace, and Harmony, and 


ed, but will beg leave before I conclude, to offer 
been drawn from the Few: ſh Diſpenſation, of a 
which the Subject before us naturally ſuggeſts, 
Authority of the Jewiſh Scriptures, that they 
have carried it much too high, and built Do- 
vernment of the Jews was Inſtituted by Gos 


ment ſo perfect, but what is fram'd after the ſame 
Model: for certain 


Deſign of Goo in that Inſtitution to ſet Man- 


| ſuch Circumſtances of their own, and for the 


LW] 


brotherly Love, and ſuch as could not fail, had 
they not fail'd in the Practice, to have render d 
them a happy, and a good People. 

I have now gone through with what I intend. 
a Remark upon ſome wrong Inferences that have 


different ſort from thoſe above-mention'd, but 


There have been ſome ſo far from leſſening the 


ctrines upon it, which it will by no means ſup- 
port. Thus for inſtance, becauſe the Civil Go- 


himſelf, they have fancy d no other Govern- 


: ſhould Infinite Wiſdom 
vouchſafe to preſcribe a particular Form, it mult 
doubtleſs be the beſt of any, and ought to be 
imitated as much as poſſible by all other Civil 
Societies. + But in truth, it was no part of the 


kind a Model of Government to copy after, 
fince that of the Jews was peculiarly adapted to 


promoting ſuch immediate Views of Providence, 
as no other People can poſſibly be concern d 
with. Neither therefore would it any way de- 
rogate from it's Divine Original to ſuppoſe it 

4 The Moral Philoſopher acts 10 tall in this way. p· 373- 15 
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to be not in itſelf a compleat Form of Govern-. 
ment, becauſe it was befide the Intention of 
providence to give it any farther Perfection, 
than what was ſufficient to anſwer the End for 
which it was ordain d. „ . 
But the ill Conſequences of this way of Rea- 

ſoning I am now ſpeaking of, have been in no 
caſe ſo deplorably viſible, as when Chriſtians 
from the Authority and Example of the eme, 
haye eſtabliſſi d Doctrines of Perſecution, and 
the Exerciſe of the Civil Sword, in matters pure- 
ly of a Religions Nature. How ſtrangely have 
the Papi ſts perverted the Spirit of the Goſpel, 
by making the Conſtitution of the emiſh Church, 
Warrant for the moſt inhuman Cruelty and Ty- 
ranny in the Chri/t:;an > Whereas nothing can 
be more true, than that there 1s an effential 
Difference in their Nature and Foundation, the 
one being incorporated by Gop himſelf into 
the State, and the other inveſted with no other 
Civil Authority, than what the Wiſdom of Hu- 
man Legiſlatures may give it. For the Fewiſb 
Laws relating to the Extirpation of Idolatry 
are to be conſider d as no other than the Poſtive 
Laws of the Land, not of a moral and eternal 
Obligation, but to ſubſiſt no longer than the 
Duration of the State itſelf: and they can be 
look d upon no more obligatory on Chriſt:ans, 
than any other Part of the merely inſtituted, or 
ceremonial Law can. To plead therefore for 
a Right to the Exerciſe of thoſe Powers over 
our Brethren without an expreſs Authority from 
Heaven, which Authority the Jews had, 1s moſt 
impious and unwarrantable, injurious to the 

1 1 natural 


natural Rights of Mankind, and ſubverſive of 
the very Deſign itſelf of Chriſtianity. r 


To conclude. The Difficulties which attend 
the Scriptures.of the Old Teſtament are not 
inſuperable. But when they are perplex d and 
miſrepreſented either through Ignorance or 
Deſign, it is eaſy to ſeduce the innocent and 
uncautious. Tis the different Light in which 
Objects are placed, that gives them a different 
Appearance. Vanity and Affectation will often 
wreſt things from their natural Situation, in 
order to give them an undue Colouring, but 
Simplicity and Truth will chooſe to view them 
in their native Dreſs.— But, let me ask, ſhould 
we not expect from the very Nature of Things 
to meet with Difficulties in the Sacred Books? 
Their very Antiquity, the nature of their Lan- 
guage, the Manners, the Cuſtoms, the popular 
Notions of thoſe early and diſtant Times, are 
Diſadvantages we muſt inevitably lie under. 
Not to omit that brief and curſory Manner, in 
which many things evidently in the Hiſtorical 
Parts are related. Theſe and the like Cauſes 
mult needs render our Knowledge of them in 
many Inſtances but dark and imperfect at beſt; 
they do therefore in reaſon require ſuch Allow. 
ances to be made them, as are readily granted 
to other Books in the like circumſtances. 

It will be in vain to urge that Revelation, 
which is deſign d for the Benefit of Mankind, 
ought to be clear and plain in every Inſtance; 
jor if it be ſufficiently\clear and plain to anſwer 
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be End defign'd, it is enough, nothing more is 
neceſſary. If we plainly read in it a full and 
conſiſtent Scheme of the gracious Diſpenſations 


nor of Providence to Mankind, and if we are taught 
on by it a perfect Leſſon of Religion and — —4 | 
>. 6r the End of all Revelation, would it not be in- 
ang ercuſable in us, ſhould we wander out of the 
hich Mercat Path, in ſearch of thoſe little Stumbling- 
rent lab, not eſſential to the main Deſign of it, 
fren Ind perhaps even foreign to it? In ſhort, if 
„in ien are ſincerely diſpos d to embrace the Truth, 
bot nd will deal fairly in their Enquiries, not hand- 
dem Ig either the Word of God, or themſelves, de- 
wid /, they will eafily know of the Doctrine, 
ings ber ir be of God; but if they are not ſin- 
% Merrely diſpos'd, if they are reſolv d not to hear 
an- Moſes and the P rophets , neither will they be per- 
ilar N boded, though one roſe from the Deal. 
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